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Klinik fu¨r Onkologie, Universita¨tsspital, Zu¨rich, SwitzerlandThe decrease in lung cancer mortality in many Western
societies is being attributed to a large extent to smoking pre-
vention measures. However, lung cancer also occurs in non-
smokers, with an estimated frequency of 10–25%. The identi-
fication of oncogenic driver alterations which are successfully
targetable, being more prevalent in lung cancer in non-smok-
ers, has encouraged interest in these tumors. The current
knowledge on the molecular alterations in lung tumors of pa-
tients who have never smoked is summarised in the article of
Drs. Subramanian and Govindan. Smoking prevention is ofparticular importance for pregnant women. The effect of in-
utero exposure to tobacco smoke is a growing area of research
in the field of passive smoking. Current knowledge on its po-
tential health consequences is summarised by Dr. Nawroth
and colleagues.
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